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By JANET GOETZE 
of Tba Oreacmlall Slaff 

''In the trend the world is 
ta kmg, the people will have 
to cast off their negative 
ideas and see the negative 
ideas are ¢ignated .... 

''We're not interested in in­
teg, :-ttion or as~imilation but 
seeing that . blacks and 
whites can work together for 
all man l;nd .... 

''Peonle have to come to-
• 

gether and work out their . - ~~ 
OWll _program IO SUIVJVe ... 

Kent Ford, 30, hasn't al­
ways been everybody's idea 
of a spokesman for together­
ness. A few years ago, he 
was making wavf.'.s, and 
sometimes raising hackles, 
as leader of Portland's Black 
Panthers. 

But these days, he isn~t m­
terested in disa1s. .. ing the lo­
cal party. 
''We're kind of off by our­

selves now,'' he said, a vtry 
smile showing beneath his 
short beard. ''Ever since the 
split in the Panthers between 
Oakland and Chicago, 
well ... 

''We 'r e just concerned 
about Oregon, now, and the 
Indians at WO'Jnded Knee," 
he said. 

Ford's conversation ttL.-ns 
:to '\vcIS of national libera­
tion, overchrowing imperial­
asm and ending the oppres­
sion of the-n1ling classes. 

Not black ideas 
These concerns are not the 

black separatist ideas, fre­
quently associated v.ith the 
party, but they are topics 
that nave appeared i'l Pan­
t.her literature for at least 
t:hreevears - . 

''\Ve have to eliminate rac-
ism and imperialism all 
a;-ound t.'le '\'Orld," he sc:i.d. 
''We know v,e have to go 
through emergency social 
changes ... to liberate our­
selves frou1 400 years of rac­
ism and imperialism. I'm not 
talking about just blacks, but 
(;nicauo-;, Indians and poor 
whites. It's a st rug g l e 
against the 111ling class." 

He said he feels as m11ch 
enmity toward ''the black 
001.rrgeoisie propped up by 
the NL'(.l)n administration to 
oppress the black masses'' 
as he does toward the white 
ruling class . . . 

The struggle he sees as 
necessary is not one for ci.-il 
rights bi.It basic huinan 
rights, he said. 

''You can't make anv ra­
cial statements wl1en it's a 
class struggle,'' Ford said. 

No job now 
wruie Ford has been called 

a • firebra.,d, amcr:g other 
ti.'lings, hiE co::versatio;ial 

- 1 -..,-tOiie IS .. o_.,_.-_ rus ma~;1cr is 
casual and his e;,:es are -.,.-ice, 
aL1110St cmiz:zi:-.ai • 

He iooks do>\.t at the floor, 
as if embarrassed, ,.-ilen he .. - .. -sa:y-s ;:e JSn·t ,vor:-Gng no. ... -. 
His last job -.,,--as v,ith com-

• • parer prov1 z.mrmng at a gro-
cery store chai"l, he savs. He 
seems relieved to change L'le 
subject. ~ 

·'Persor.al!y, I'm in favor 
of anything it takes to gai."l 
freedom for ail oppressed 
people in the world," he 
said. ''In the meanwhile, we 
have to have programs that 
ser,;e the people in the rig.'lt 
mar..ner.'' 

One of the programs he 
helped in:tiate in Portland 
\,;,-as free breakfas~ fer 
schooi children in .A.lbina. 
Blac~: Pant:ers in other ci­
ties also sponsored meais in 
povert:y areas. 

Some Portla.'ld so.'ioois re­
cei.,·ed federal aid for a s;rr..i­
iar prog:tazn and the Panther 

• en 10n 

project ended, but Ford said 
federal cutbac~ may neces­
sitate its revival. 

A sickle cell anemia test-, 
ing and educational program 
began in April, 1970, to in­
fo1m blacks of the inherited 
blood disorder most com­
monly found in the United 
States among persons de­
scended from West AL-.oicans. 

Ford said he joined with 
other people in forming a lo­
cal Sickle Cell Anemia Foun­
dation chapter, -..·hloh now 
~as an office, and funding 
through Emanuel Hospital, 
at 3620 N. Vancouver Ave. 

In 1969, he helped mobilize 
volunteer physicians for a 
People's Free Health Clinic, 
named for Fred Rampton, a 
Black Panther leader shot in 
Chlcago during a police raid. 

A dental clinic was started 
two months later, staffed 
v..ith volunteers from both 
private practice and the Uni­
versity of Oregon Dental 
School. 

During its fu!>t two years, 
the medical clinic was open 
five nights and the volunteer 
doctors and nurses saw be­
t\~een 75 and 100 people a 
week, Ford said. Recently, it 
has been open only three 
nights a week. 

·'T.he n11mht>.rs began to de­
crease after Portland Devel­
opment Commission began 
to relocate people," Ford 
said. The relocation was un­
dertaken for the Emanuel 
Hospital expansion project. 

'Black removal' 
'' 'Urbari renewal' has be­

come 'black removal' fro,n 
this 8rea," he said. 

Tt,e dental clinic now 
makes only referrals, Ford 
said, and the medical clinic 
is faced v.ith eviction from 
109 N. Russell St. because of 
the hospital expansion. 

The 11ospital found a for­
mer plumbing shop near N. 
Wtlliams Avenue on 1'."E 
Shaver Street for the clinic, 
Ford said. But renovation 
would cost $17,000, and PDC 
has offered only $2,500 in re­
location aid, he said. 

People working at the clin­
ic aren't interested in be­
coming part of a government 
agency, Ford said, ''because 
:,-ou get a program one day, 
and tomo11ow you don't.'' 

''If a progra..'11 is truly a 
pEople's program, the gov­
ernment can't take it awav,'' • 
he said. 

He scoffed at ?v!od'=l Cities 
and Portland Metropolitan 
Steering Committee for their 
c;,Jrrent distress o·,er federal 
cutbacks. 

''They're CI}".ng to Wag!J­
ington for more money. '\Ve 
con't have to," he said. '' ... 
That's not saying v;e \VOuld­
n ', take ftL-ids from a goverr.­
me:it agenc-y. We woutd, if 
t.'lere were r.o strings at--tac.ied." 

The cli..-uc is supported by 
<lonatio.,s of time and sup­
plies and local contrihutions, 
he said. Federal rules on 
haw funds are spent some­
tiraes deprive needy people 
of services, he S2id. 

''If they 11ave the equip;. 
ment, and t.~ey're paying a 
doctor S20,000 ·a ye.ar, they 
should take e,·erybody who 
comes," Ford said. ''These 
people (coming to the free 
ci:nic) aren't trying to beat 
cut anv'oodv or get bu on the .,, .J ...... ., 

cheap. The social and eco­
nomic situation is such tl1ey 
J-,ave to have this kind of 
care." 

''The doctors are all true 
humanitarians,'' he said. 

For him, the clinic is a 
'' s;i.,.-v:ivi)r program . . . for 
su...i.-"al pending Iiberatim.'' 
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