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Perspectives and Bias in the Media

Choose one article from your previous packet to analyze deeper for perspective and bias. Start by color coding the article to highlight key elements. 
	SOURCE: Yellow


Voice of authority, references, organizations, studies, etc. 

Who is being quoted? 

Where does the information come from?
	FACT: Green


Something that can be proven to be true. 


Found in more than one article/ source.
	OPINION WORDS: Pink

A view or judgment about something, not necessarily based on fact. 

Look for:
best/ worst
should/must
	LOADED WORDS: Purple

Words where shades of meaning exist. 

Look for: 
Bad vs excruciating



Source: https://www.oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/58745/overview

Next, look for types of bias. 
	[bookmark: _ws64wmj2xbxj]Bias by headline
Headlines are the must-read part of a news story because they are often printed in large and bold fonts.  Headlines can be misleading, conveying excitement when the story is not exciting, expressing approval or disapproval.
	[bookmark: _kdtf8e5xo5sz]Bias by photos, captions, angles
Pictures can make a person look good, bad, silly, etc.  Which photos a news producer chooses to run can heavily influence the public's perception of a person or event.  

	[bookmark: _gz81gnyweze8]Bias through use of names and titles
News media often use labels and titles to describe people, places, and events. In many places around the world, one person's friend is another person's enemy.  A person can be called an "ex-con" or be referred to as someone who "served time for a drug charge".
	[bookmark: _xj3me8bovxu]Bias through selection and omission
An editor can express bias by choosing whether or not to use a specific news story.  Within a story, some details can be ignored, others can be included to give readers or viewers a different opinion about the events reported.  Only by comparing news reports from a wide variety of sources can this type of bias be observed.

	[bookmark: _23id4n66x2lb]Bias through placement
Where a story is placed influences what a person thinks about its importance.  Stories on the front page of the newspaper are thought to be more important than stories buried in the back. 
	[bookmark: _4jvrkc23f7xw]Bias by choice of words
People can be influenced by the use of positive or negative words with a certain connotation.



Adapted from https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/evaluate/bias


Finally, complete the chart, choosing specific details from the article to back up your findings.
	Newspaper/ Date/ Page Number
	

	Headline
	


	What and who is the story about?
 

What facts are included?
	






	What voices of authority are used? 

Is the source credible? 
	




	Why was this an issue, concern, or problem? 

Why was this reported?
	





	What is the tone of the article?
 Positive, critical, inflammatory, neutral?
	

	What kind of bias is present in the article? 

How can you tell? 
	

	What questions arise after reading? 
	




	Other notes
	










Jigsaw Questions: 

Is there a difference in the types of biases found in mainstream media compared to alternative media? 





Are articles with a larger audience (mainstream) more or less influential or persuasive compared to alternative media articles? Defend your answer. 






What kind of impact do you think these news stories had on the Black community in Portland? On the larger White community? On police reports?  






Opinion- Is it possible to write an unbiased news story? Why or why not? 
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