War on Drugs & Mass Incarceration
Essential Question: Which government policies increased incarceration rates in the late 20th century?

[bookmark: _ra35ukm63ye6]What is the Drug War? With Jay-Z 
[image: A QR code going to the video: What is the Drug War? with Jay-Z]Watch the video and then answer the following questions: 
1. Who does Jay-Z say became the villain in the 1980’s? What country imprisons more people than other countries? 
2. What drug did judges make distinctions about? How did the police treat Caucasians and African Americans differently when it came to this drug? 
3. Jay-Z says though some states have legalized marijuana, others are handing out sentences for possession. He says this affects which two communities the most?
4. What does Jay-Z call the War on Drugs? According to the last picture, name three of the men he blames for this problem? 
[bookmark: _lp8d5snxqm9p]The Box: Teens in Solitary Confinement in U.S. Jails, Prisons and Juvenile Halls
[bookmark: _en4lf0qqxbxb]
[image: A QR code going to the video: The Box: Teens in Solitary Confinement in U.S. Jails, Prisons and Juvenile Halls]Watch the video and then answer the following questions:
1. What age is Izzy when he is first put into handcuffs? Where is he sent at age 16?
2. How many hours a day does Izzy spend in The Box? What is the longest period of time he spends in The Box?
3. What does Izzy say it's like being in The Box? How do people try to get out of The Box?
4. President Obama bans solitary confinement for juveniles in federal prisons. Does this new law change prison for juveniles? Explain.
5. How do you think our judicial system should discipline teenagers or those 20 years old or younger for committing crimes? 









[bookmark: _mkx4pm5ak1iz]Race, Mass Incarceration, and the Disastrous War on Drugs


[image: A QR code going to the video: Race, Mass Incarceration, and the Disastrous War on Drugs]Read through the article and answer the following questions: 
1. In paragraph 3 author Nkechi Taifa says three laws expanded incarceration in the 1980’s. What are these laws? Who was President during most of the 1980’s and why does this matter to the War on Drugs conversation?
2. Taifa then cites a bill in 1994. What is the bill? What does she say is the result of that bill in paragraph 5? Do you agree or disagree with her? Explain your answer.
3. The author Taifa says, “...the over­whelm­ing number of arrests nonethe­less came from Black communit­ies who were dispro­por­tion­ately impacted by the facially neut­ral, yet illo­gic­ally harsh, crack penal­ties.” How does she suggest the judicial system fix this obvious problem?
4. In conclusion, Taifa notes the progress being made in the 21s century to curtail the effects of War on Drugs. What do you think needs to be done in your community to further decrease the effect of War on Drugs?

Diane Jones[image: A QR code going to the video: Diane Jones]
Read through the article and answer the following questions: 
1. In your own words explain how Ms. Jones is sentenced to life in prison without parole.
2. How does the Equal Justice Initiative help Ms. Jones? 
3. In some states people can lose their voting rights while incarcerated. Ms. Jones' rights were taken away while she was incarcerated and then restored after she was pardoned. Do you think a person's voting rights should be taken while incarcerated or if a person is a felon? Explain your answer.
image4.png




image1.png




image2.png
-su'u.,z,
-:r.;:&“sz-*

'si"% Tube %:;{“
l !::é;"s‘si.: .

°s.§°‘




image3.png
LT
2.8
ts





