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War on Drugs & Mass Incarceration
Essential Question: Which government policies increased incarceration rates in the late 20th century?

Discussion Question: In the space below answer the following questions in 1-3 sentences. You will not be required to share your answer with the class. 

Does anyone know someone who has spent time in prison? If so, what do you know about that person’s time in prison? If not, what do you know about prison?

Notes: In the following section answer questions and fill in the sections as the class goes through the Presentation Slides. 

What do you know about the War on Drugs?



What:
A government __________ where the US passed various ________ purposefully giving longer _________________for those ______________, ___________ or ____________ illegal drugs.

When:
Throughout the__________, _____________, _____________and _____________ in the US. 

Who: 
____________of Americans possessing ____________ (marjuana, cocaine, heroine) greatly increased, especially of _______________________.

Why:
The ___________________began with a speech given by President Richard _____________ in 1971, announcing a War on Drugs. First Lady ________________ in the 1980’s launched a ________________campaign encouraging kids to not_______ or ________ illegal drugs.

War on Drugs During Each Decade:
_______________ -President Nixon declares a War on Drugs and mandates prison sentencing for drug crimes. 
_______________ -First Lady Nancy Reagan launches the “Just Say No” campaign and the Anti-Drug Abuse Act is passed.
_______________ -Incarcerations increase for nonviolent drug offenses, from 50,000 in 1980 to 400,000 in 1997 (https://www.history.com/topics/crime/the-war-on-drugs)
_______________ -The article “ The Drug War is the New Jim Crow,” states that the number of currently imprisoned African American men/boys equaled those enslaved in 1820.
_______________ -Washington becomes first state to legalize marijuana. 
As you watch, write down 5 facts you learned from this video.
	1.
	2.
	3.
	4. 
	5. 

Analyze: In the following section your group will answer questions about video on the War on Drugs. 

Discuss: Where did you get information about what life is like in prison?



What is the Drug War? With Jay-Z
1. Who does Jay-Z say became the villain in the 1980’s? What country imprisons more people than other countries? 




2. What drug did judges make distinctions about? How did the police treat Caucasians and African Americans differently when it came to this drug?


 
3. Jay-Z says though some states have legalized marijuana, others are handing out sentences for possession. He says this affects which two communities the most?




4. What does Jay-Z call the War on Drugs? According to the last picture, name three of the men he blames for this problem? 




The Box: Teens in Solitary Confinement in U.S. Jails, Prisons and Juvenile Halls
1. What age is Izzy when he first put into handcuffs? Where is he sent?



2. How many hours a day does Izzy spend in The Box? What is the longest period of time he spends in The Box?



3. What does Izzy say it's like being in The Box? How do people try to get out of The Box?




4. President Obama bans solitary confinement for juveniles in federal prisons. Does this new law change prison for juveniles? Explain.




5. How do you think our judicial system should discipline teenagers or those 20 years old or younger for committing crimes?





Race, Mass Incarceration, and the Disastrous War on Drugs
1. In paragraph 3 author Nkechi Taifa says three laws expanded incarceration in the 1980’s. What are these laws? Who was President during most of the 1980’s and why does this matter to the War on Drugs conversation?





2. Taifa then cites a bill in 1994. What is the bill? What does she say is the result of that bill in paragraph 5? Do you agree or disagree with her? Explain your answer.






3. The author Taifa says, “...the over­whelm­ing number of arrests nonethe­less came from Black communit­ies who were dispro­por­tion­ately impacted by the facially neut­ral, yet illo­gic­ally harsh, crack penal­ties.” How does she suggest the judicial system fix this obvious problem?





4. In conclusion, Taifa notes the progress being made in the 21s century to curtail the effects of War on Drugs. What do you think needs to be done in your community (city or state) to further decrease the effects of War on Drugs?











Diane Jones
1. In your own words explain how Ms. Jones is sentenced to life in prison without parole.







2. How does the Equal Justice Initiative help Ms. Jones? 




3. In some states people can lose their voting rights while incarcerated. Ms. Jones' rights were taken away while she was incarcerated and then restored after she was pardoned. Do you think a person's voting rights should be taken while incarcerated or if a person is a felon? Explain your answer.










Conclusion: Use the following website to learn more about a specific state’s incarceration profile. Then use the information on the state profile to answer the following three questions: 
50 state incarceration profiles | Prison Policy Initiative

Questions:
1. According to the Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Prisons and Jails chart in your chosen state, how many Black people live in the state? How many Black people are incarcerated? How does this number compare to White incarceration rates?



2. How does your chosen state's incarceration rate compare to other countries (internationally)? Why might this state have a higher incarceration rate? 






3. How many people are in your chosen state's criminal justice system? What does this tell you about the criminal justice system in the state? 
	





Summative Short Essay: Answer the following question in 1-2 paragraphs. 
Which government policy during the War on Drugs initiative had the greatest effect on the African American community? How does an increased incarceration rate affect a community? 












Extra Credit/Homework: Utilize the following five websites to create an outline about why the prison system needs to change or abolishment of the prison system. 
· Prison Abolition | The Marshall Project
· The case for abolishing prisons
· Black And Pink
· ACLU Policy Priorities for Prison Reform | American Civil Liberties Union
· A better path forward for criminal justice: Changing prisons to help people change
· Equal Justice Initiative
· #BlackBehindBars: A system designed to break you down



