

	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	



	Skip to content
	
	
		
			
								
									
			

			
				Toggle Menu
				
					Primary Navigation

						Home
	Read
	Sign in
	
	
		Search in book:
		
	
	
		
		Search
	






				
			

		


							
				
					Book Contents Navigation

										
						Contents

						
								Introduction


	I. Student Essays
	1. The Kid (1921)


	2. Woman on the Run (1950)


	3. Hondo (1953)


	4. Sabrina (1954)


	5. West Side Story (1961)


	6. Guess Who's Coming to Dinner (1967)


	7. True Grit (1969)


	8. Play It As It Lays (1972)


	9. Fantastic Planet (1973)


	10. The Rocky Horror Picture Show (1975)


	11. Star Wars: A New Hope (1977)


	12. Grease (1978)


	13. The Goonies (1985)


	14. Star Trek: The Next Generation (1987-1994)


	15. Indiana Jones: The Last Crusade (1989)


	16. Paris Is Burning (1990)


	17. Quigley Down Under (1990)


	18. Candyman (1992)


	19. The Shawshank Redemption (1994)


	20. The Shawshank Redemption (1994)


	21. Kids (1995)


	22. The Usual Suspects (1995)


	23. Lara Croft: Tomb Raider (1996- )


	24. Mulan (1998)


	25. The Bone Collector (1999)


	26. Boys Don't Cry (1999)


	27. But I'm a Cheerleader (1999)


	28. O Brother, Where Art Thou (2000)


	29. Gilmore Girls (2000-2007)


	30. John Q (2002)


	31. The Matthew Shepard Story (2002)


	32. Finding Nemo (2003)


	33. Finding Nemo (2003)


	34. Tokyo Godfathers (2003)


	35. Avatar: The Last Airbender (2005-2008)


	36. Avatar: The Last Airbender (2005-2008)


	37. Pride and Prejudice (2005)


	38. The Boondocks (2005-2009)


	39. Little Miss Sunshine (2006)


	40. Sukiyaki Western Django (2007)


	41. The Curious Case Benjamin Button (2008)


	42. WALL-E (2008)


	43. Fantastic Mr. Fox (2009)


	44. Inglourius Basterds (2009)


	45. The Princess and the Frog (2009)


	46. Glee (2009-2015)


	47. Biutiful (2010)


	48. For Colored Girls (2010)


	49. Black Mirror: Fifteen Million Merits (2011)


	50. The Help (2011)


	51. The Help (2011)


	52. Shameless (2011-2021)


	53. Diablo III (2012)


	54. Django Unchained (2012)


	55. Pitch Perfect (2012)


	56. The Hunger Games (2012)


	57. A Touch of Sin (2013)


	58. Rick & Morty (2014- )


	59. Selma (2014)


	60. 13th (2016)


	61. Moonlight (2016)


	62. Shadowhunters: The Mortal Instruments (2016-2019)


	63. Zootopia (2016)


	64. Blade Runner 2049 (2017)


	65. Get Out (2017)


	66. The Good Doctor (2017- )


	67. Wonder Woman (2017)


	68. Blindspotting (2018)


	69. Crazy Rich Asians (2018)


	70. Life Itself (2018)


	71. The Hate U Give (2018)


	72. Golden Kamuy (2018- )


	73. How The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina (2018- )


	74. Pose (2018- )


	75. 6 Underground (2019)


	76. Black And Blue (2019)


	77. Booksmart (2019)


	78. Captain Marvel (2019)


	79. Joker (2019)


	80. Knives Out (2019)


	81. Knives Out (2019)


	82. Parasite (2019)


	83. The Platform (2019)


	84. Tall Girl (2019)


	85. The Rising of The Shield Hero (2019- )


	86. Watchmen (2019-2020)


	87. The Half of It (2020)


	88. Marvel's Spider-Man: Miles Morales (2020)


	89. Promising Young Woman (2020)


	90. Luca (2021)


	91. Young Royals (2021- )


	92. Emergency (2022)


	93. Everything Everywhere All at Once (2022)


	94. We Own This City (2022)




	Appendix: Contributor Guidelines



 
						

					

															Difference, Power, and Discrimination in Film and Media: Student Essays


					
											

				
			

			

	
	
			
		
				
			90 Luca (2021)		

										
		Socioeconomic Class Discrimination in Luca

By Krystal Ibarra

 

As a kid that was born in the early 90’s I have a soft spot for Pixar, and once I heard that there was some influence from studio Ghibli I was sold. While Luca ended up being very lighthearted, it does a great job at normalizing that everyone is different and that you shouldn’t hide who you are just because a few people will have a problem with it. Ultimately the most important people will be the ones to accept you for you. The focus of this essay is discrimination due to economic status. This is something that is seen throughout this movie, and as we move along, I will be pointing out scenes that I think point to the discrimination of Luca, Giulia, Alberto, and even Massimo. This is a topic of discrimination that I feel can be overshadowed by some of the more blatant forms of discrimination, but unfortunately affects millions.

 

Let’s go ahead and start with Giulia. She was the only female character in the movie that was close to the same age as Luca and Alberto, there were other female characters, but they were Luca’s Mother and Grandmother. In this town, Giulia sticks out like a sore thumb because of her red hair and her family’s economic status. Giulia is also the only human child in the film who is seen working. When she is first introduced, she is seen on her bike pulling a cart behind her, dropping off orders. This contrasts with the rest of the kids who are playing soccer in the town square. On several occasions, she is seen either making deliveries or leaving to go make her round of deliveries. It’s also stated in the film that her parents are no longer together and that Giulia lives with her mother in another city during the school year. This I’m sure leads to other financial struggles for her father since he is the person bringing in the catch to sell to his customers. Before being introduced to Massimo there is a shot that shows their home, and the bottom of the two-story home looks to be a fish shop. I would assume that Giulia’s mother would have run the shop when her parents were together.

 

I noticed that There was an economic difference between Massimo and the other fishermen within the village. Massimo owned a smaller boat compared to the other fishermen seen throughout the film. In fact, in the film it was comical how small the boat was for how big Massimo is.

 

 

Screen snip from Luca (2021)
 

Adding to evidence of Massimo’s economic status within the community, Massimo’s home is older and more warn down than what you are first introduced to when first seeing the town. The paint both on the outside and the inside was chipped, their electricity ran along the outside of the wall suggesting that the house was built prior to electricity being common in homes. This also points to that there haven’t been any major improvements to the house, likely because it is not something Massimo can afford.

 

All the furniture was mismatched in the kitchen or made from old crates, again pointing towards the fact that they are a low-income family. This difference is also seen with Luca and Alberto, since they literally walked out from the bottom of the sea, and consequently don’t have anything except for the clothes on their backs. Throughout all the movie they are seen without shoes and other characters even comment saying that they got their clothes off a dead body and begin taunting Luca saying that he smells.

 

Screen snip from Luca (2021)
 

When being first introduced to the antagonist, there is a shot where the camera angle is slightly pointed up towards the antagonist’s face. This provides the viewer with Luca’s Point of view and highlights Luca’s feelings of intimidation and the antagonist’s perceived position of superiority due to his financial status and age. On page 551 of Psychology 12th edition written by David Myers and C. Dewall, they define social cognitive perspective as “behavior as influenced by the interaction between peoples traits (including their thinking) and social context.”. Throughout this movie we see the antagonist behaving in a way that places him in a position of superiority purely by throwing his weight and social influence around. His behavior is fed by his own stereotypes against low-income families and thus sees it acceptable to bully Luca Alberto and Giulia.

 

Something important to point out is that there is prejudice when it comes to people of lower class or economic standing, there are stereotypes that label them as untrustworthy, lazy, and even dangerous. This thought is fed by the just-world phenomenon, that of low economic status are uneducated, lazy, and are more likely to be substance abusers, and thus get what they deserve. I find it interesting that the obvious person with money in this film is the one who ends up being untrustworthy, lazy, violent, and maniacal. I think this is a good way of Pixar pointing out that your economic status/social class does not equate to a person’s worth in society. This is shining a spotlight onto the discrimination against poor people/communities, albeit a small spotlight, but a spotlight nonetheless.
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